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Production note:

Hiroshima started to prosper as a military town in the late 19th century. As Japan plunged into the
Sino-Japanese war, the Russo-Japanese war and the Second World War, Hiroshima and Nagasaki, as if
to pay for that, were bombed with atomic weapons, with the devastation greater than that of the
Japan, having the experience of Hiro-
“Enjoyment of the benefit of the

nuclear power” might be a negative of the Japanese, which would not change, not even after 3.11.

Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant’s unexpected accident.

shima and Nagasaki, has still possessed “nuclear power” up till now.

The artist Masao Okabe’s contact with the earth may be considered as a kind of ritual in the
aborigine’s world. It is like an act of walking, seeing and purifying the land as a first process to know
better about the ground itself and the land itself.

tradition of any particular tribe.

He “replays” it in a way different from any particular

The surface is always being worn out.

BE/ TR, —&
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So is the surface of the present, always being worn out by wind, water and other physical forces,
turning into the invisible past. When the artist puts a piece of paper on the worn out surface and makes

a frottage, the process of abrasion is reversed. The reversed past becomes visible.

By adding the force of abrasion on it, accelerating the speed of friction, the part subjected to the force,

in turn, became a physical accumulation of graphite.

It is just like a negative-positive relationship in photography. Or like a relationship between radio-
activity and (black) lead.

Through the work of one artist, negatives and positives of Japan were examined in this film.
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Thank you so much for your letter.
I was just about to write to you,
BEDDHYIE S
BbEZSELTVLELE

becauce I hadn’t got any news

from all my Japanese friends.
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As far as I know.

and for the moment being.
they’rs all well, luckily.
4Ot » % #PH Tk
FEHICLE EETT

Like the rest of the world,

I am deeply affected by the tremendous disgrace

that the Japanese people is suffering.
HARDAZ 35210 7z $E
AL DEFEOTHET

You’re more than right in thing

how many things will have to be re-evaluated
in this globalization era.

Higtz:DOMB5ED

SHOMEFR T

DT D FHIHM
SnREESZHTLED

Nature manifests itself in many ways
that escape our control; that’s true
HDHEDERDITZ

A EHETcE A

...But we can and must conrol
the decisions taken by people,
T AfHOHmD Z Lk
i cE £ 5

concretely by our political leaders.
BUAR O PRI
HIEIL 2 TlER D ERA

Industrial civilizations is showing many signs
of exhaustion in bacic aspects of life;

Ea i TEHD T
RO R BT g+

and in this chapter the use
of atomic energy is included.
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But the most urgent thing for now
is doing what you intend to do;
Ly BROBER
Hl:OBFZHED

trying to help all the victims of this disaster
by all possible means.

Ho®5FEEMHNT
WEHEZERIWT S22 TY

Please receive my most sincere feeling
pf solidarrity in these difficult moments.
D DFLADERF DEE

ZITHR->TLZE W

with warm affection,
Victor
BEOEZLADT
E7 b

EMFT 0O L-50O—O#,2012 ©Art Square

Dear friend Hideyuki:

I hope this letter finds you well and healthy, and your lovely little daughters growing happily... I also
hope murano-san, whom Cristina and I remember often and very fondly, is equally well.

Please excuse my delay in telling you my impression about your documentary “Critical signs with us”. 1
saw it precisely a few days ago, on the second anniversary of the Tsunami, last march 11th. The date
made me value especially everything you say in your movie. Cristina and I saw it together and we both
felt not only interested, but deeply moved by it. I thank you very sincerely for having dedicated it to
me, and for including in it the words we recorded while in Kyoto.

During this time I’ve filmed an omnibus movie in Portugal (“Centro histrico”), with Manoel de Oliveira,

Pedro Costa and Aki Kaurismaki. I expect it can be seen in Japan.

Very warm Greetings,

Vector Erice
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